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for the amount noted against each, which represents only half, the
original price :—

Sales tax, packing and postage are .extra and
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1. Brahms1ddh1 of Mandanamisra with the com-
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3. Vyakarana Mah#bhasya of Patanjali with the
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VRTTAGAJ ENDRAMOKSAM

Edited by
Sri R. K. Parthasarathi, M. A.,, L. T.,
. and
Sri M. P. Mukundan, Siromani.

(o]

The work entitled “ VRTTAGAJENDRAMOKSAM  deals
with the story of Indradyumna, a Pandya King and Haha, a
Gandharva, who were cursed by Sages Agastya and Devalaka to
become an elephant and a crocodile respectively and who attained
‘Moksa’ by the grace of God Visnu. This story, as we all know so
very well, is found in Chapters 2-4 in the 8th Skandha of the famous
Srimadbhigavatamahapuranam. The one hundred and seventy five
verses in which this gripping story of a highly spiritual significance
is told, serve to exemplify very nearly one hundred and seventy
metres dealt with in the ‘Chandadsastra’. Hence, the appropriate-
ness of the title “ VRTTAGAJENDRAMOKSAM ” which may

very well be called a *“ Sastrakavya”. While the work shows
the poet’s deep knowledge of Sanskrit Prosody and Grammar, it
also reveals his excellent poetic talents. Though there is a vast
multitude of metres in Sanskrit, this work presents only the most
frequently employed ones.

“ TRATTIHITLEAIAT FAT |
TS-gAlgedTedT AIg3aa a1 ”

From the above stanza, it is clear that the author of
¢ Vrttagajendramoksam’ is one Vasudeva and he has composed it
as an illustration of the * Vritaratnakara® of Ked#rabhatta, who
might have flourished in the 13th century A. D. This stanza, being

-the colophon of a Palm-leaf Manuscript preserved in the Maharaja’s

Palace Library, Trivandrum under No. 1738 (vide ¢ Descriptive
Catalogue of Sanskrit Manuscripts’ in H. H. The Maharaja’s
Palace Library, Trivandrum Vol. VIII) is quoted by both Maha-
kavi Ullur S. Parameswara Iyer and Sri Vadakkumkur Raja Raja
Varma Raja in the context of identifying this author, Vasudeva.
Strangely enough, this stanza is not found in the manuscript
‘of this Library, on which the present publication is based.

Sri Vadakkumkur, in his ¢ History of Sanskrit Literature
in Kerala Vol. I, has established that the authors of “ VRTTA-

7
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GAJENDRAMOKSAM? and the famous Yamakakfvya “ Yudhi-
sthiravijayam > are one and the same. Sri Ullur. in his * Kerala
Sahitya Caritram Vol. I’, has refuted this opinion saying that
Vasudeva, the author of the famous i{udhigghiravijayam ** shed
lustre in the court of Kulasekhara and hence he is much anterior
to the author of ¢Vrttagajendramoksam’, which refers to
the ““ Vrttaratnikara™ of Kedarabhatta who flourished probably in
the 13th century A.D.

The arguments of both are based on certain introductory
stanzas of this work, which are noted below :(—

Foalol Foarg! daAmfEaf: g wwmfe: |
@ gaaAr afFgeegeTs 3o ||
AIANIRIEET 9 (& A9 G GITHHS |
Ifwfor aaR sqaiag sngaasiaaEs |
g ¥ veswEIqaRd) fafqafasaan |

FAATAIE gAan: FAgat TEEIHE |

* * * *
y=ar s 29 eft 9% shgeqansa |
TUINEAIE FAE A0 9N |

Since the author makes a special mention of Peruvanam, a
place near Trichur in Kerala State and the chief diety of that
place * Thiruvalakkavu Sasta’ with ardour and devotion, one
may not be far wrong in inferring that the author belonged to

‘Peruvanam: Here is much scope for research-scholars who can
identify the poet and find out details of his personal life. For
greater details, Dr. K. Kunjunni Raja’s ¢ The Contribution of
Kerala to Sanskrit Literature’” (University of Madras, 1958-P. 21)
may be profitably referred to.

The present publication which we place before the scholarly
public is based on a Paper-manuscript preserved in the Govern-
ment Oriental Manuscripts Library, Madras, under No. R. 3637.
This was transcribed for this Library in 1921-22 from a manusa
cript belonging to Sri Vasudevasomayajipad of V11ayanur, near
Pattambi, in Kerala State.

In conclusion, we acknowledge with profound gratitude the

valuable help of Sri T. A. K. Venkatachariar, Sanskrit Pandit,
in the edition of this work,

0
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1.

Here, the reading is T3% in Ullur’s * History of Malayalam
Literature Vol 1.

2. Here, the reading is @&t in Ullur’s ¢ History of Malaya-

lam Literature Vol 1.
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Edited by

Sri R, K, Parthasarathi, M.4., L.1.,
and
Vidwan T. Sridharamurty,

FOREWORD

The Amarusataka, fathered on Adi Safkara and the earliest
’vork of the Muktaka type (a Mukiaka is a self-contained single
verse, not only forming a single unit by itself but also resulting
in the consummation of independent aesthetio appeal) occupies &
unique place in Sanskrit Literature. Like the Prakritic work, Satta.
sai of Hala, it is largely cited by the Alankarikas for purposes of
illustrating the Dhvanikavya, the best type of poetry. Delineating
the most pleasurable Srhgararasa which calls for a very careful and
capable handling lest it should degenerate into Srngarabhasa, it is
endowed with the qualities of good poetry stipulated by the varions
schools of Literary Criticism in Sanskrit. That prince amonget
literary critics, Anandavardhana, has observed that each verse of
this work depicting the sentiment of love, is like & veritable
1 Prabandha. Depicting Vibhavas, Anubhavas, Sattvikabhavas
and Vyabhicaribbavas, the different constituents leading to the
Rasa-realisation, every verse here, being complete by itself, is
certainly a Prabandha in a nut-shell !

We know next to nothing, regarding the author of this immor-
tal work except that he is called Amaru or Amaruka (one who is

immortal). The idea is well expressed in the popular adage :
FEAG: FOEC FAE SN S |
Y FAT HIT AISAE W T ||
t o AR FANAART: ST FRATIE: TIFTIHIAT:

gfaar T3 1l
Dhvanyaloka, Uddyota 3, Page 175. Bombay Edn ; 1935.




2.

The work has compelled and received the attention of the
Andhra scholars quite early, thanks to its irresistible charm. The
commentary thereupon by Vemabhiipala, called “Srnga,ra.dlplka",
is already well-known. Another commentary by Rudramadeva-
kumzra, most probably, Prataparudra II of the Kakatiya dynasty,
has also come to light recently. Several other attempts at the trans.
lation of this work info the Telugu language have also been recor-
ded. A Telugu metrical translation of unknown authorship is
also available in this Library, which 1 s now printed for the
aesthetic pleasure of Telugu scholars.

This text is based on a single manuscript of the work availa-
ble in the Govt, Oriental Manuscripts Library, Madras, (Brown’s
Qollections) bearing No, D. 1473 of the Telugu section. It contains
both the original Sanskrit verses and their translation buf unfortu.
nately, upto the 71st verse only, where it breaks off abruptly.
Here is a wonderful coincidence : the 71st verse in the original ends

with the words * GHTT IGT: "’ and the work too stops at that
very junciure !

The translator has chosen the flexible Sisa metre in Telugu
to preserve and convey the beauty of the: original in its entirety,
in an easy and elegant diction. The various facets of the love-
motif beautifully depicted in the original have been brought out
in an equally beautiful manner in the translation, sometimes
even adding to the excellence of the former. Yet another cha-
racteristic feature of this translation is its faithfulness to the
original which is the hall-mark of an ideal translation.

It is fondly hoped that this work will supremely succeed
in delighting the Sahrdayas of the Telugu Langusge and Lite-

rature, even as honey would delight the bees—3T ATl ra=ay
qYAT ALFATT: |

R. K, Parthasarathi,
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Thus have they saiy . . ... .

1. “It will be a very suitable medium for bringing to the
notice of the scholars the vast treasures of gems your Library
possesses. This is a most laudable undertaking and I wish it
every success,’” '

Mahamahopadhyaya, Qr. P. V. KANE, M.A.,LL.M.,D. 2.y B

- Vice-Chancellor, Bombay University.

2. “It is indeed a good idea to start this Bulletin with the
object of making the contents of those manuscripts available

outside. *’ ,
‘ S. K.DE, M.A.,p.L1TT. (Lond.)

Professor and Head of the Department of Sanskrit,

. University of Dacca (Retired)

3. “Iam very much pleased with the new start. This 'is
indeed the best way of rendering useful the large number of

smallér manuscripts. *’
' - Pror. Dr. F.O. SCHRADER,

Keil, Germany.

4. “The Government Oriental Manuscripts Library is one of

the best in India, containing rare and valuable manuscripts in

many languages including the Islamic ones. The Bulletin

which publishes some of them which would, otherwise, lie hidden,
is undoubedly an asset to research-scholars.”

Afzalul-ulma SYED AZMATULLAH, M.A.,

Head of the Department of Islamic History,

Presidency College, Madras.

" 5. “The Bulletins issued by this Government Oriental

Manuscripts Library will be very useful for research-scholars

who are in search of source-materials for ‘history and culture.

They bring out the hidden treasures of the land. I coﬁgratulate
the publishers for their enterprise and service.”

A. M. PARAMASIVANANDAM, M.A., M.Litt,,
Professor and Head of the Department of Tamil,
Pachaiyappa’s College, Madras.

6. “I congratulate you and -other organizers for the
_publication of this very useful Bulletin. Your Library is a unique
one in the whole country. Your Bulletin can gradually publish
the contents of the whole collection.” :

P. K. ACHARYA, 1.B.S., M.A., (Calcutta),
PH.D. (Leyden), p.LITT. (London),

Head of the Department of Sanskrit
& Ex-Dean of the Faculty of Arts,
University of Allahabad,



BULLETIN OF YHE GOVERNMENT ORIENTAL MANUSCRIPTS
" LIBRARY, MADRAS.

AN APPLAL

= Government Oriental Manuscripts Library, Madra
isu by virtue of the variety and vastness of its rare colle:
tion: covering a very extensive field of Indian Literat
“enshri.ed in Sanskrit, Tamil, Malayalam, Telugu, Kannz :
Marathi, Arabic, Persian and Urdu. It is noteworthy that
dates of several of these manuscripts go back to hundreds .
'years. Again, these rare and precious collections contain mas:
an interesting specimen of literary, scientific, historical =
artistic importance. A large number of them which havc
yet seen the light of the day is luckily available only in . .
Library of very great renown. With a view to presenting the.
gems of manuscripts to the scholarly public, the Governm~s,_
of Madras, always noted for their keenness in promoting .; .
cause of advanced research and thereby underlining
cultural glory of India, were pleased to sanction the put
of a BULLETIN under the auspices of the Government «
Manuscripts Library and the first volume was issued as ‘
as 1948. Scholars of great repute, both native and forc
were -in high praise of this laudable venture in the rea :
. of research, even as it appeared on the literary R
Enthused and encouraged by their encomiums, we
been publishing; this Bulletin for the past seventeen yr
keeping the very high standards that were set even in the,
- first issue of the Bulletin. * The 'mﬂgli\lumber of Vol
XVII is now placed before the learned public for e
profitable study. It contains critical editions of ori; §
works in Sanskrit, Tamil, Telugu and Persian. The annual sy
cription is only Rs. 4 (inland)and Sh. 8 (foreign). Scho! |
Patrons of Culture, Universities, Public Libraries and Edwyg
tional Institutions are earnestly requested to enrol themse'
subscribers to this Bulletin and thus eacourage our ceas \'
efforts in promoting the cause of Oriental Studies and Caltl“g

R. K. PARTHASARATNII,
TRIPLICANE, ' Curator,

MADRAS-5, Government Oriental Manuscripts Librc






